WHEN ONE MAY TALK IN OUR SYNAGOGUE

The synagogue is considered a P10 WP -2 miniature version of G-d's house.
719497 Jewish law) requires that the synagogue be treated with great respect, and
clearly efaborates what constitutes proper synagogue conduct, including when and
how one may talk there. The FSAD O XMOX lists numerous activities
which may not be done in a shul, including behaving in a light-headed manner and
spending purposeless time there, as well as engaging i idle conversation.

IN GENERAL, ONE SHOULD AVOID ALL BUT NECESSARY TALKING IN SHUL.
The T TS0 goes to great lengths to emphasize the severity of the sin of
talking in shul, considering it an act of belittling the honor of 7339 by sinning in
His holy place, and noting that it will likely cause other people to talk and lead to
ot 11'@5 and arguments and the like. He thus concludes that ane should speak
only words of 7TLST 2nd TS i a shul.

How SHOULD ONE CONDUCT HIMSELF IN THE sYNAGOGUE? The TEIL
- D1 notes that one should learn, in this regard, from the behavior of non-Jews
who stay complecely silent when in their houses of warship. Daveningin an undertone
to encourage proper 31T certainly permissible, although one should be careful
not to disturb those around him or her. One shoutd thus answer 712X to alf=n3
and respond to 7513, TTRTTP and VTP, provided one is at a point in the
davening where one may do so.

WHEN IS ONE ALLOWED TO TALK IN OUR sHuL? The rabbi is available with
information regarding the specific provisions of Jewish law, in this and other matters.
Although it is not recommended, if one must talk, one should leave the sanctuary in
order to do so.

WHAT SHOULD ONE DO IF SPOKEN TO WHEN TALKING IS NOT ALLOWED? It
" is suggested that the response be to move one's finger back and forth near the top
lines on this page. O, one might put his/her finger to one's lips and smile. Help
maintain the proper respect that both the synagogue and the davening deserve.

Written by Rabbi Michael Taubes
Sponsored by the National Council of Young Israel
Printed through a donation in honor of Hatry Fischel and Jane Fischel, of blessed memory

.....




